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Week Ending Friday, January 19, 


Question-and-Answer Session With 
Participants in the Youth Collaborative 
Mentor Group in Cincinnati, Ohio 


January 12, 1990 


Sister Jean Harrington. 1 have told the 
President that he has a very unique group 
of people sitting in front of him. He has 10 
Taft High School students with their men- 
tors or their tutors, 2 college students who 
are in college as a result of our Last Resort 
Scholarships, and a student from Porter 
Middle School and one from Bloom Middle 
School, and a teacher from Bloom Middle 
School who has coordinated the Earn and 
Learn Program. And I know the President’s 
eager to hear about your experiences, and I 
imagine you're eager to hear about some of 
the things he does, too. So, it’s open. 

The President. When you either ask a 
question or tell me what you're doing, 
which I hope you'll do, just say where you 
are in life and what school you’re in—col- 
lege or mentoring or whatever. It would be 
helpful, and I think everybody here would 
be interested. 

We've had a good briefing on this unique 
program. I keep talking about something 
called a Thousand Points of Light. At first, 
we had one guy who said, “Did he say ‘a 
thousand pints of Lite’?” [Laughter] And I 
said, “No, it’s a Thousand Points of Light.” 
And that really means involvement of one 
person in the lives of others—helping. Then 
I come out here today and have had this 
wonderful briefing on how this program, in 
many ways, is just the epitome of a Thou- 
sand Points of Light: a lot of people helping 
kids get going or stay involved or pull 
themselves up. 

And so, I don’t know who wants to be 
first, but I'd be glad to answer any ques- 
tions. I see somebody nicely put a picture of 
Barbara up there. She is very active in edu- 
cation because, I'll tell you what, for you 
kids, you old kids, even—{laughter|—Ed, 
sorry about that—no, but her thing is liter- 
acy. And she’s been involved in it for a long 
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time. And I understand, of course, that— 
obviously, much of this program, as it starts 
with these young kids—let’s have every- 
body be literate. But I wish she were here, 
because the Sister had asked about her very 
generously. 
Yes, sir? 
Social Attitudes and Values 


Q. Mr. President, I’m a mentor here at 
Taft High School. The question I have is a 
very difficult one. And it has been my per- 
ception in working with the young people 
that there is a sense of hopelessness, to the 
degree that it almost stunts the importance 
of the programs that we have. If they per- 
ceive that, in the community at large, no 
one really cares, and if I do my best, if 
there’s a legitimate opportunity—my ques- 
tion is: What do you feel a U.S. President 
and administration can do to help create a 
more hopeful attitude or atmosphere or en- 
vironment for our young people and those 
that are 

The President. It is a tough question. But 
you know, the more I think of it—and 
you’re the experts, you’re the guys with 
your sleeves rolled up, and you’re the ones 
that are trying to learn—being right there 
in the front line, I would have to concede, 
gives you perhaps a better insight of this 
than I have being back there in the White 
House. 

But as I look at it, a lot of it is family. A 
lot of it has got to be our, in some way, 
encouraging the strength of a family. And 
this is an awfully philosophical answer to a 
rather specific question. But I happen to 
think that some of the despair and some of 
the discouragement comes from the dissolu- 
tion or the strains on the American family. 
Now, there are some answers to that, obvi- 
ously. If we are successful in working with 
the local communities in the antinarcotics 
battle, I think that'll help enormously. If 
programs like this are successful—and this is 
why this whole subject of education is prior- 
ity—if programs like this are successful, I 
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think through education itself kids will 
begin to get hope and see that, compara- 
tively, as you look around the world, we’re 
pretty well off—even those who are not 
doing very well. So, I guess what I can do 
about it is to encourage what I think of as 
fundamental values. I happen to be one 
who has learned in 1 short year that faith is 
important. And I have a philosophy, Ed, of 
what happened, a theory. 

We came out of the Vietnam war; it was 
very divisive. We had that post-Watergate 
period that increased a certain national cyn- 
icism, it seemed to me. And that spills off 
on young people—maybe on their teachers. 
So, we’re now coming into a new period. 
We look around the world, and we see the 
darnedest, most dramatic changes moving 
towards the values that have made this 
country the greatest: freedom, democracy, 
choice to do things. So, I think we can now, 
with programs like you’re engaged in, point 
to people coming our way around the world 
because they see we do have something 
very special. I’m not sure that’s a totally 
satisfactory answer, but I get back to funda- 
mentals—to values. We’re trying in the edu- 
cation field to stress certain fundamentals. I 
had a marvelous meeting yesterday with a 
ounch of educators and businesspeople be- 
cause we’ve challenged the Nation’s Gover- 
nors to come up with educational goals. But 
they’re going to get back to fundamentals 
of reading and writing and math, science, 
and now geography. 

But on balance, I am optimistic. And yet I 
know there’s an awful lot of reasons to be 
discouraged in part of some individuals. But 
I think I’ve got to keep an optimistic stance 
as President. I’ve got to keep talking about 
fundamental values. I’ve got to keep trying 
to do what we can in terms of not only 
funding educational initiatives but restruc- 
turing. So, we get back to ways that we can 
compete. And in the process, these kids will 
have a better opportunity. 


Federal Role in Education 


Q. First of all, sir, I'd just like to com- 
mend you on your efforts for the war on 
drugs. 

The President. Tell me who you are and 
what grade, or what staff—— 

Q. What grade? I could kiss you, sir. 
[Laughter] 
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The President. Go ahead. 

Q. Sir, I’m an adult volunteer mentor 

The President. Volunteer. Isn’t 
great? 

Q. ——here at Taft High School. Yes, sir. 

The President. Well, you do look like 
you're young. Come on, you are. 

Q. Well, thank you, sir. 

The President. 1 won't put you on the 
record here. [Laughter] 

Q. What Id like to say is: I’'d like to com- 
mend your efforts on the war on drugs and 
say that we here as a people are behind you 
100 percent. But what I would like to con- 
centrate on is education. It seems to me 
that the drug problem that we’re having is 
a result of the feeling of hopelessness in the 
educational programs. And my question is 
twofold. First is, a lot of the inner-city kids, 
even kids that aren’t inner-city, can’t afford 
higher education, and if there is some kind 
of Federal program that would lend itself to 
possibly giving every American a chance to 
attend higher education at no cost? Because 
we're pricing ourselves out of jobs and out 
of the world market. 

The President. Let me put this in per- 
spective—the answer. I'll bet you can’t 
guess within 10 percent what percentage of 
the funding—the State, local, Federal— 
comes from the Federal Government. I’m 
not going to put anybody on the spot, but it 
is 7 percent. That means that 93 percent 
comes local and State. And then that 
doesn’t even count the volunteers. It 
doesn’t count what Ed’s doing to help 
somebody—what you're doing to help 
somebody—which is impossible to price be- 
cause not only do you bring a certain 
number of hours a day but you bring a 
dimension for your own dedication that you 
can’t purchase. You’re doing it because you 
believe in something and you want to help 
somebody. 

So, the Federal role is properly pro- 
scribed. It’s not going to be much bigger. I 
think what the Federal Government can do 
is the things I was talking to him about. I 
think you’re going to see a step-up on Head 
Start, which doesn’t get to your question, 
but I think helps where a Federal Govern- 
ment has a very specific and, I think, ex- 
traordinarily legitimate role in helping 
these early kids at the most formative ages. 
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There are Federal programs that help on 
the Pell grants and things of that nature, for 
the Federal Government assists at the col- 
lege level. There are certain tax things we 
can do to encourage savings—college sav- 
ings bond programs which we’ve now got 
into effect that helps people, even those 
that don’t have a lot of money saved—inter- 
est-free—to educate the kids. 

But I don’t believe it is the Federal role 
to say the Federal Government will pay for 
every kid to be educated in college. I don’t 
want to usurp the legitimate role of the 
States, the private institutions of the volun- 
teer sector. And also we have very serious 
constraints on Federal funding. We’re oper- 
ating at a deficit of—this year, the target is 
to get it down to $63 billion or $64 billion. 

Who’s next? Which one? 


Award Presentation 


Q. I would like to present a plaque to 
you. 

The President. Sure. Come on. [Laughter] 
Somebody’s got to hold my—this is getting 
overweight here. 

Q. Mr. President, on behalf of Robert A. 
Taft High School Excelled Mentors Pro- 
grams and the Cincinnati Youth Collabora- 
tive, I would like to present this plaque to 
you, which says: “Presented to President 
George Bush, from the Excelled Mentors 
Program, the Cincinnati Youth Collabora- 
tive, and Robert A. Taft High School, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, on January 12th.” 

The President. Now, Vickey, what about 
you, though? Now, because you—or, do 
you—having fouled this one up, I mean, do 
you go here? 

Q. Yes, I do. I’m a 10th grade student. 


Mentor Program 


The President. Let me ask you something. 
And I don’t want to put you on the spot. 
But I mean, generally, when you and others 
that are your friends in school—do you 
share my optimism about the future, or are 
you a little discouraged as it hurdles ahead? 

Q. I’m not discouraged at all. I think the 
person has to, for one, have self-confidence, 
which is something that my mentor, Andrea 
Hughes—she’s given me a lot. 

The President. Is she helping you? Well, 
now, how does that work? I mean, does she 
come over in school and get you aside and 


say, “Here are the things I think you ought 
to concentrate on,” or do you do it at your 
house? Maybe Andrea can tell us. 

Q. We do a variety of different things 
together. Sometimes, we come over to the 
high school, and they have programs such 
as the Excel Day, where the mentors and 
the students get together and talk about 
different issues. 

The President. In groups or just one-on- 
one? You and Vickey? 

Q. The celebration is in a group. The one- 
on-one occurs throughout the month at any 
given time. Sometimes, we go to things 
such as plays together, or if there are par- 
ticular functions going on in the city that I 
think will help broaden her growth and ex- 
perience, we may attend those functions. 
We sometimes go out to dinner and talk 
about various different issues—current 
events and things of that nature. Sometimes 
we talk about what’s going on in school. If 
she’s getting prepared for a particular ex- 
amination and she may need a direction on 
where to go, I work with her on that 
aspect. There’s a variety of things that the 
mentor does with the student, and it’s an 
individualized program—that portion of it. 
But also, we get together as a group, as a 
family, because, we, too, believe that build- 
ing a family atmosphere and environment 
encourages the children to go forward and 
to try to succeed in school. 

The President. Does the mentor program 
concentrate on areas where a kid doesn’t 
have the benefit of a two-parent family and 
all, or not necessarily? 

Q. We involve everyone, those of single- 
parent families and also those of two-parent 
families, to get the parents involved in the 
program, too. So, we don’t limit it or ex- 
clude anyone. Again, they all are welcome. 
What we do is, if we have children who 
may be in single-parent homes and need to 
have special tutoring, we have tutors in this 
particular program that we lend to the stu- 
dents. 

The President. That’s on a subject, like 
the kid’s doing lousy in math and—yes. 
Who else has something to tell me about? 

Q. On a subject-type of basis, yes. 

The President. Who else has something to 
tell me about? Christie, you’re looking nerv- 
ous back there. 
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Federal Role in Education 


Q. Mr. President, do you plan to continue 
or increase funding for educational pro- 
grams? 

The President. 1 think it'll be up. But as I 
say, there are constraints on it. There are 
constraints on what the Federal Govern- 
ment can do in almost every area of social 
need. Parts of the Federal budget will clear- 
ly be up in education. And I’ve expressed at 
the Governors—and I’ve heard this from all 
of the Governors, incidentally—the need to 
do more in Head Start. That doesn’t take 
care of Stacy’s problem. But you have limit- 
ed resources—do the best you can with 
them. So, you'll see it up in total, and you'll 
see it up in some categories, but not as 
much as if the Federal Government 
weren't operating at this big deficit. But it'll 
increase. 

Shoot. 

Q. I have another question. 

The President. But to the degree it 
can’t—Christie, here’s the key point—to the 
degree it can’t, programs like we’re talking 
about here, programs like this, programs 
where individuals involve themselves in the 
lives of others become even more impor- 
tant. I happen to think that the more in- 
volvement we have at the local level, the 
better. I don’t think it is the role of the 
Federal Government to tell Ms. Powell—it 
is Ms. Powell, isn’t it? The school—what’s 
the school’s —— 

Q. Dr. Powell. 

The President. ——Dr. Powell exactly 
how the curriculum ought to work in the 
schools in Cincinnati—some guy sitting in a 
great, big bureaucratic building in Washing- 
ton. I don’t think so. I think that you ought 
to have controls of those things. I think we 
can have national goals that says, Look, 
we're moving into a different era. Math is 
going to be more important. Obviously, 
reading has got to be fundamental, if you 
will. So, I think we can help work with the 
Governors to set goals, but the control has 
got to remain, in my view, my concept of 
education, at the local and school board and 
parent and mentor and tutor level—and ob- 
viously teacher level. 

You had what they call a follow-on. What 
is itP Are you finished? [Laughter] Who’s 
nextP Any of you guys? 
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Q. Mr. President, the two main goals of 
our mentor program is to help the students 
raise their self-esteem and also to help them 
to do better in the required testing in order 
to go into college. Now, we have right now 
on the burners—we'’re trying to have imple- 
mented into our program here at the school 
the ACT-SAT [American College Test and 
Scholastic Aptitude Test] preparation in the 
curriculum. And this is one of the things 
we're working on. The other, in raising self- 
esteem, we're trying to build into our 
young people the concept that they are of 
worth, they are somebody, and that there is 
hope. What I'd like to ask you is: Is there 
anything that you can do to lend support to 
a concept like this on a national level? 

The President. Well, kind of like what I 
was talking to Ed about. I don’t think it’s a 
specific program, but I think it is encour- 
agement. I think it is having confidence in 
people and not picking up this mantle that 
the young people are all off on some drug 
horizon and can’t have—given up. It’s the 
emphasis on—risk of repetition—on funda- 
mental values. And I think it’s in that kind 
of exhortation, rather than program, that a 
President can be helpful. I don’t think you 
can design a curriculum to lift the self- 
esteem of a kid. It’s got to come from peers. 
It’s got to come from family. It’s got to 
come from dedicated volunteers or workers 
who are saying, Hey, you are somebody. 
You can amount to something. So, it’s in 
that broad, philosophical range. 


Mentor Program 


The President. Tell me, though, how are 
you involved in this? I think people would 
be interested—I know I would—in just the 
background. Just use you as a case example. 
I was going to give Andrea a chance. But I 
mean, are you just suddenly a guy that’s 
concerned and want to pitch in, or how 
does it work? 

Q. That’s exactly how it starts. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. It starts with a general concern for the 
well-being and productivity of our young 
people, and we come in as volunteers. This 
is my mentee. 

The President. Is he? 

Q. And we work with Anthony, encourag- 
ing him. He’s already taken his ACT test, 
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and he’s improved his scores. And these are 
the types of things that we do. 

The President. How do you find Antho- 
ny? I mean, somebody say, “Hey, we’ve got 
a guy over here that really would like to 
work with you and need some help?” 

Q. We have a coordinator here at the 
school, and that person links both the 
mentor and the student together. And 
that’s how it’s done. And we’re in the proc- 
ess of doing recruiting. Anyone who wants 
to help us—they’re welcome to come on 
down. 

The President. Well, I'd like to use this 
opportunity and this marvelous exposure to 
encourage this voluntarism, encourage this 
participation. 

Let me ask him. I don’t want to put 
you—you don’t have to. This is not a class- 
room, where you’ve got to say something. 
[Laughter] But I mean, from your stand- 
point, are you doing better because this 
gentleman is helping out and stuff? 

Q. Yes. 

The President. Do you feel like you’ve 
got somebody that cares? 

Q. Yes. 

The President. What was it like before? 
You were just drifting around and 
didn’t—— 

Q. I was pretty much the same. I always 
had my act together, you know? [Laughter] 

The President. You did have it together? 
[Laughter] Well, that’s good. A lot of guys 
that didn’t. But how about the chemistry? 
Does it ever work on the mentor program 
that you have to shift around because 
the 

Q. We’ve been pretty fortunate; that has 
not occurred. You asked the question, how 
do the students get into the Excelled 
Mentor Program. There are several ways. 
They could be referred by a teacher, a 
counselor—parents even call. And also, stu- 
dents are self-referred. They want to be a 
part of this because they see that it is a 
helpful program. And they’re excited about 
being in the program. 

The Presideni. But do the ones that need 
it the most see that? I mean, the guys that 
are really having the most trouble out 
there—maybe the drug scene, maybe the 
tough home situation? Do they say, Hey, I 
need help, or do you have to go seek them 


out and say, Wait a minute, you’re screwing 
up here, and if you don’t---— 

Q. A lot of times, those individuals are 
referred. 

The President. Yes. 

Q. Mr. President, my name is Jim Brock. 
My favorite statement is, ’'m a Taft High 
School graduate, and I’m in the mentoring 
program. I am a homeroom mentor, and 
that is how we address the majority of the 
students: through the homeroom mentoring 
program. During that time, we tell the stu- 
dents that there is help available for you. If 
you need a tutor, there is help available for 
you. If you need a mentor to give you a 
one-on-one approach, that is also available 
for you. And that is largely how we address 
the students. 

We go out into the community. We have 
an outreach program where we go to many 
of the social organizations, we go to church- 
es, we go to any community organization 
that will let us speak with them. We do 
that, and that’s how we are branching out 
into the community. 

The President. Do parents welcome the 
mentor approach, or do they say, Wait a 
minute, you're getting in our turf a little 
bit? 

Q. I know my mother welcomed Andrea 
a lot. And part of my getting into the men- 
toring program was because I was having 
trouble in history. And we went to Ms. 
Harris concerning my history. And when I 
got Mr. Sales as my history tutor, then she 
also asked me did I want a mentor? And I 
agreed to it, so that’s how I met Andrea, 
was through my mother, because I was 
having trouble in a certain subject and we 
had wanted to get me a tutor. But as I got 
my tutor, I also got a mentor. 

Q. And a part of that mentoring program 
requires that the parents meet with the 
mentors to determine whether or not they 
will be comfortable with this relationship 
with their child or the children. So, at the 
onset, the parents get involved in that deci- 
sionmaking process. And it has worked well. 
And Vickey’s mother and I get along very 
well, and we sometimes get together and 
talk about issues that may have affected 
Vickey throughout the school year and get 
together on how can we help her deal with 
some of the issues that she’s facing. 
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One of the issues that we had to address 
early on was the fact that she was coming 
out of a junior high school into the high 
school, and it was a new experience for her. 
And she was sort of getting steered in the 
wrong direction by being less academically 
inclined and more interested in what was 
going on socially. So, her mother and I 
worked with Vickey to get her back on the 
right track. And since we’ve done that, 
she’s been doing very well academically. 

The President. Who else? 


Federal Role in Education 


Q. Mr. President, my name’s Maryanne. I 
am a sophomore at Xavier University. 
Before my freshman year of college, 
there—college tuition is outrageous, and 
without the Youth Collaborative I couldn’t 
have afforded the—I guess it’s around 
$9,000 a year now. And I think that I’ve 
benefited greatly because Xavier is a pri- 
vate institution and I get a more personal 
education that way, instead of having to go 
to—not that U.C. [University of Cincinnati] 
isn’t a good school, but—— 

The President. No. 

Q. it’s more of a—not as one-on-one. 

The President. That’s right. You choose as 
best you can what you think is best for you. 

Q. Please? 

The President. No, | say—I can under- 
stand that. 

Q. Yes. I mean, for me, I like to ask ques- 
tions when I’m in a classroom and the 
Youth Collaborative let me do that, let me 
follow the education that I wanted. And 
they help a lot. And I know that they’re 
helping a lot of other college-bound stu- 
dents because we just opened a college in- 
formation center, the Youth Collaborative 
did, down at the Lazarus in downtown Cin- 
cinnati. And it’s kind of a guidance counsel- 
ing center for students who maybe don’t 
feel comfortable with their guidance coun- 
selors or who have been disconnected from 
high school guidance counselors. And it’s a 
great program. They have videos of col- 
leges, and they have scholarship informa- 
tion, and they have counselors that can 
speak to you and ask you where you want 
to go with your life, and stuff like that— 
help you to make decisions. 

The President. Well, that’s very helpful 
and interesting. And it gets back to 
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Stacy’s—whose role is it to give you a shot, 
give you a chance, give the kid she’s trying 
to help a chance? And the answer is: I think 
it’s everybody’s. I think the Federal Gov- 
ernment has a role in these programs. I 
think there are these programs—there’s a 
friend of mine in New Orleans, Jay Taylor, 
who guarantees a certain class in a certain 
school, you’re going to be educated. You do 
your job, you lead a good life, stay out of 
the difficulties that some kids face on nar- 
cotics or whatever, and we guarantee you— 
private, nothing to do with State, nothing to 
do—just helps do what Stacy was asking— 
how do we do this? Or what you're saying, 
that tuition is high. And these programs are 
springing up all over the country. 

And you take them and multiply them in 
terms of dollars, and it’s amazing what it 
results in. So, back to what somebody asked 
me—who was it—about what can I do. Ed, I 
think I can do more to encourage individ- 
uals and volunteers all over the country 
to—and it’s far more than a Federal Gov- 
ernment can do, far more in terms of total 
dollars brought to bear on the program. 
When you price out what each person here 
is doing and then try to multiply that, if you 
could project this program around the 
country, it would mind-boggle you in terms 
of Federal budget. 

So, maybe I’m getting a little inspiration 
here that I need to make this point louder 
and clearer to others around the country. 

Sister Harrington. Unfortunately, Mr. 
President—— 

The President. ’'m being thrown out. I 
know. [Laughter] 

Sister Harrington. The clock moves too 
rapidly. And so, in the name of all of the 
people here, I’m going to say thank you for 
them. And we’re sorry that we can’t get 
questions from everyone. 

The President. Well, maybe we'll get an- 
other shot here. But I will follow this with 
keen interest and express to those who are 
giving your time like this—I’ll tell you, 
you're doing the Lord’s work. Because I am 
not pessimistic about the young people in 
this country, and I’m convinced that we can 
compete. I’m convinced that we can win 
this damn battle against narcotics that is 
just decimating a lot of families. And I get 
inspired by this. So, I am very, very grateful 
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to all of you for what you’re doing. Thank 
you very much. 
All right, off we go. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:52 p.m. in 
the library of Robert A. Taft High School. 
In his remarks, he referred to Sister Jean P. 
Harrington, director of the Cincinnati 
Youth Collaborative; Ed Sales, volunteer 
and Excel homeroom mentor; Vickey Wil- 
liams, Christie Thompson, and Anthony 
Crockett, students at Robert Taft High 
School; Lee Etta Powell, superintendent of 
Cincinnati Public Schools; Stacy Reid, 
mentor volunteer; and Tara Harris, school 
community coordinator of the Excel Men- 
tors Program. 


Remarks to the Students of Robert A. 
Taft High School in Cincinnati, Ohio 


January 12, 1990 


Thank you, Mr. Henderson. You know, no 
matter where I go or how old I get, it still 
makes me a little nervous to be talked 
about by a principal. [Laughter] But thank 
you, sir. And thank you, Superintendent 
Powell, and all of the students here today 
for such a kind welcome. As a ball fan, I’m 
sorry I didn’t hear Tommy speaking and all. 
But I understand he did a first-class job. 
May his won-and-loss record go just up— 
ERA and all of that. But good luck to you, 
and thanks very much for being here. I 
want to particularly salute your two Con- 
gressmen: Congressman Luken and Con- 
gressman Gradison. Where are they? Here 
they are modestly standing in the back. I 
mentioned Superintendent Powell. Most of 
all, I want to thank the band. You know, I 
hear—[applause|—they had only a few days 
to practice that “Hail to the Chief.” With 
talent like that, I expect to see them on 
MTV any day now. [Laughter] 

It is great to be here. It’s not often, frank- 
ly, that a President gets to stand in a gym- 
nasium literally full of success stories. And 
Taft High School and the city of Cincinnati 
are showing the rest of the country what’s 
possible when students and people in a 
community strive for excellence, but doing 
it together. And I don’t mean just the Sena- 


tors, though your Senators are racking up a 
better record than ours back in Washington, 
I might add. [Laughter] You’ve got stu- 
dents, parents, schools, business and reli- 
gious groups, all united in one great enter- 
prise: the Cincinnati Youth Collaborative. 
It’s a partnership that builds brighter fu- 
tures every day—one kid at a time. 

I'd like to recognize a very special person 
who’s brought this concept—this whole 
CYC [Cincinnati Youth Collaborative]— 
brought it to life, a local heroine, Sister Jean 
Harrington. And let me offer congratula- 
tions to her and best wishes to the man 
who’s taking over, Mr. John Bryant. 

You know, you may not know this as a 
part of it because you're so close to every- 
thing, but you’ve got something truly 
unique going on here. On January 29th, I 
understand that every television station in 
greater Cincinnati, all 6 broadcasting com- 
panies and 2 cable channels, will be launch- 
ing a 2-hour program called a Future-Thon. 

It’s like a telethon for the schools of Cin- 
cinnati. But Future-Thon is asking for some- 
thing even more precious than money. It’s 
asking people to volunteer their talents and 
their time to be role models, to help Cin- 
cinnati students get the future they de- 
serve. And the kids of Cincinnati deserve 
the very best. 

If you’ve ever thought that school was a 
waste of time, then you ought to think 
about talking to one of the students in the 
CYC. They'll tell you better than I can what 
this program means. It means scholarships 
that add up to more than a quarter of a 
million dollars. It means skills that you can 
count on—take a job the day after you 
graduate. It means classes for college en- 
trance exams that have sent scores soaring 
up by 25 percent, a new child care center, 
opening next fall, and training in computers 
for every student who goes to Taft. Here is 
an example for the entire nation. 

But it offers something even more impor- 
tant, because with every friendship you 
build with a CYC mentor and with every 
hour you spend with a tutor you're getting 
something more than skills: You’re gaining 
power, purpose, a friendship you can count 
on, somebody to lift you up when you're a 
little bit down. And once you have that, you 
can never be stopped, never denied the po- 
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tential that’s yours and the success that’s 
waiting for you. 

Let me offer special thanks to those 
adults who are giving of themselves, who 
are serving as CYC mentors. Every adult in 
America can gain so much by developing a 
special relationship with a young person. 
When you lift the spirits of the young, you 
raise their horizons to the stars, you give 
them the promise of a future bright with 
possibility. I hope the adults here today are 
just the first of what will soon be thousands 
like you, helping the young people of your 
community. 

One young woman, Loretta Englemon, 
recently said, “I know what I want out of 
life, and I know where I’m going.” Every 
student here at Taft is at a point in life 
when there are a lot of choices to be made, 
important choices. And if life is the sum of 
the choices you make, whatever challenges 
you're facing, you understand that drugs 
only make them harder to handle. You al- 
ready know how drugs destroy lives, and a 
few of you have seen it happen. Maybe you 
lost a good friend. Or maybe you see or 
hear about drug dealers making that big 
dough. But in the drug trade there are no 
benefits, no security, no retirement plan. 

And sure, people have different ideas 
about success. Some think it’s measured by 
what’s parked in your driveway or hanging 
in your closet. But real success is something 
else. An educated man or woman gains so 
much more. With just a pen or a pencil and 
a desire to learn, there are no limits to suc- 
cess. Maybe it has to do with the finding of 
one’s own talents, using them to reach your 
fullest potential, whatever path you choose, 
working to make a difference for yourself 
and those around you. If you stay in school, 
you'll find that the key to success is right 
next to you. And if you keep struggling to 
live up to your own expectations, you'll find 
the strength to succeed right deep in your 
heart. 

So, let me congratulate every one of you. 
I hope by coming here I highlight the mag- 
nificent spirit that I see here. Congratula- 
tions for what you’re doing. You’re proving 
to yourselves and those around you that you 
have potential, that you are someone, that 
you can succeed. 

That’s why I’m pleased to announce 
today that the Cincinnati Youth Collabora- 
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tive is the 40th White House daily Point of 
Light. On behalf of the Nation, thank you 
for showing that from now on in America 
any definition of a successful life must in- 
clude serving others. 

You go to a great school, in a wonderful 
town, in the greatest nation on the face of 
the Earth. Your dreams are within your 
reach. And so, may every single one of 
them come true. 

It’s been a wonderful experience here for 
me today. And I feel motivated. I feel I 
understand a little bit better what one 
person can do in helping another. It’s been 
well worth it, I'll tell you. Thank you. God 
bless you, and God bless the United States 
of America. Thank you very, very much. 
Thank you all. Thank you all. Good luck to 
you. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:25 p.m. in 
the school auditorium. He was introduced 
by Orlando Henderson, principal of the 
high school. In his opening remarks, the 
President referred to Lee Etta Powell, super- 
intendent of Cincinnati Public Schools; 
Thomas Browning, pitcher for the Cincin- 
nati Reds baseball team; and Sister Jean P. 
Harrington, director of the Cincinnati 
Youth Collaborative. 


Remarks to Members of the Chamber 
of Commerce in Cincinnati, Ohio 
January 12, 1990 


Thank you all for that welcome back. 
And, Joe, thank you, sir, for those very kind 
words. I’m very pleased that both Tom 
Luken and Bill Gradison made their flight 
out with us on Air Force One today and 
they’re both with us. And if it’s not inappro- 
priate, I would ask Joe if I could ask them 
both to stand up and be saluted by this 
audience of friends. [Applause] Where did 
Tom go? Okay, we'll let his son represent 
him—the mayor of Cincinnati. [Laughter] 

But I’m delighted to be back in here. And 
it is a nonpartisan, nonpolitical gathering— 
first one I’ve attended in Hamilton County 
like that in a long, long time. [Laughter] 
And it’s good to see State Senator Stan 
Aronoff over here; my friend Bob Taft, the 
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commissioner; the mayor, who is doing a 
superb job, Charles Luken. 

Delighted to be back here in Cincinnati. I 
will say to you, Joe, that, yes, I learned a lot 
from that spectacular program there at 
Taft. And I expect we all ought to salute 
the leadership of Procter and Gamble—my 
friend John Smale, always out front on what 
I call a Thousand Points of Light, trying to 
help somebody else. But for those of you in 
this community who have not had a chance 
to see what it is I’m talking about here, this 
new program of voluntarism interacting 
with the best in professionalism at a school 
to help lift these kids up, you ought to go 
take a look and you ought to get involved. 
It is stimulating in every single way. 

Actually, I was hoping to get out here for 
the Reds’ Opening Day. But they tell me 
I’m 3 months too early. [Laughter] Same 
problem I ran into on Pearl Harbor Day. 
[Laughter] But here I am. And we’re not 
here to talk baseball. But you can claim him 
in Cincinnati, and I'll claim him from Hous- 
ton, but I’m mighty proud of Joe Morgan 
making it into the Hall of Fame. You got 
Johnny Bench, and now you've got Joe. 

And let me, colonel, thank you and the 
Air Force for that magnificent music and 
being with us here today. 

You know, it is fitting in the days leading 
up to the State of the Union Address we 
should meet again in Cincinnati. The last 
time I visited was in November of ’88, in 
the final days of the Presidential campaign. 
And earlier, Cincinnati was one of my last 
stops before the convention in New Orle- 
ans. 

On the trip before that we spent a morn- 
ing out at Procter and Gamble’s R&D facili- 
ty. They taught me a trick that every Presi- 
dent should know: How to put toothpaste 
back into the tube. [Laughter] A marvelous- 
ly educational experience. [Laughter] 

All in all, I did come here four times 
during the Presidential campaign. I talked 
of America’s future and of future genera- 
tions. I talked of certain principles. And I 
told you that I was ready to make the tough 
calls and to take the heat. And today I’ve 
come back to tell you that I’m ready to 
make good on that pledge, because up on 
Capitol Hill some important business re- 
mains unfinished, promises have gone un- 
fulfilled. We sent responsible proposals to 


Congress in a lot of areas, but certainly in 
four of America’s most critical areas: capital 
gains, America’s children, clean air, and 
combating crime. 

In some cases, our proposals have been 
under consideration with Congress for the 
better part of a year. And these four issues 
are bogged down in the jungles on Capitol 
Hill. The clock is running, and America’s 
patience is running out. And I’m not here 
to assign blame; I’m here to suggest that we 
need to move forward. America wants it 
done right. America wants it done responsi- 
bly. And America wants it done now. And 
these four initiatives represent only part of 
the way in which the events of 1989 will 
affect the coming year. 

We’ve seen a lot of exhilarating changes 
in recent months that offer new hope for 
world peace. It’s an exciting time we're 
living in, and we like what’s happening in 
central Europe. But just as it would have 
been impossible 6 months ago to predict 
those thunderous changes, it’s impossible 
today to know what will unfold in the next 
6 months, let alone the next 6 years. But in 
this world of change, one thing is certain: 
America must be ready. And as excited as I 
am about the changes moving toward a 
more peaceful Eastern Europe, America 
must be strong. And a strong America 
means not only a strong economy, it still 
must mean a strong defense, a ready and 
highly effective defense force. And if proof 
of that were ever needed, we saw it in that 
superb, beautifully coordinated operation 
last month: we saw it in the courage of our 
troops in Panama. 

I welcome the dynamic changes in East- 
ern Europe. I strongly support, as I bet we 
all do, Mr. Gorbachev’s perestroika and his 
commitment to peaceful change and open- 
ness, glasnost. But this is not the time that 
we should naively cut the muscle out of our 
defense posture. And yet some think that 
all the answers to this year’s problems can 
be found by spending what is called in 
Washington a peace dividend. It’s like the 
next-of-kin who spent the inheritance 
before the will is read. And unfortunately, 
what is being packaged as a dividend is not 
money in the bank. It is more like a possi- 
ble future inheritance, a legacy that will 
enable us to pass on a better world to our 
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children; and like an inheritance, it’s a spe- 
cial gift, a legacy not only of prosperity but 
also security earned by the hard work and 
sacrifice of those who came before. 

Of course, whenever a potential inherit- 
ance looms, there are those eager to rush 
out and squander it—to buy new things, to 
spend, to spend, to spend—and spending 
funds they don’t yet have. Then the bills 
start coming, and the inheritance may not. 
And what was promised as a bonus becomes 
a burden. In Washington, that burden 
comes in the form of a new spending pro- 
gram. That’s not going to happen because 
most Americans know we not only must 
maintain a strong defense but still must 
reduce the deficit. And reducing the deficit 
isn’t just a good idea, a sound idea, an idea 
of sound fiscal policy: it’s what the Ameri- 
can people want. And as our two Congress- 
men here today know, it’s the law; it’s re- 
quired under the Gramm-Rudman-Hollings 
law. 

The way to reduce the deficit is to re- 
strain the spending growth and continue 
the economic growth. And it’s not the time, 
as some like to say, to go on out and raise 
the taxes on the working men and women 
in this country. The new budget must meet 
Gramm-Rudman requirements. It must 
reduce barriers to economic growth. It 
must keep interest rates low. And I’m not 
satisfied yet—I’m encouraged, but I’m not 
satisfied at all. Want to see them lower. And 
I say all this because the best poverty pro- 
gram—the best antipoverty program, if you 
will, is a good job. And the best jobs pro- 
gram is a sound, strong central economy. 

A sound economy is a competitive econo- 
my. And to keep America competitive, to 
fuel our continuing growth—in some areas, 
boom—we also need an infusion of new 
venture capital. That’s why we need a ma- 
jority in both Houses of Congress—what 
they’ve already voted for, and I’m talking 
about a tax cut on capital gains. 

As the world turns to freer markets—and 
you're seeing this happen, some solidifying 
their commitment to freer markets, coun- 
tries that never had the benefit of free mar- 
kets beginning to move, taking early steps 
towards free markets—but as the world 
moves in this direction, this is no time to 
become wishy-washy about where America 
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stands. The jury is no longer out. Markets 
work. Government controls do not work. 

And since the debate has all but ended 
on this issue, perhaps our most die-hard 
ideologs can now turn their attention to the 
real question that divides America: Is it 
Texas or Cincinnati that produces the 
world’s best chili? [Laughter] Of course, this 
is a question to be decided by the market— 
[laughter|—and that’s what I’m trying to 
tell you all here today. 

The economic challenge of the nineties is 
to make markets work better. And one of 
the best ways a government can do that is 
to do what people around the world are 
asking their governments to do: get out of 
the way—less regulation, fewer mandated 
programs from Washington that tie the 
hands of our health care providers, our edu- 
cators, and so many others as well. You see, 
our ideas work here at home. We’re in the 
midst of the longest peacetime expansion in 
the history of the United States, an 86- 
month expansion that has created an aston- 
ishing 20 million new jobs since 1982. 
That’s due to the genius of places like Cin- 
cinnati and the solid American values that 
have flourished here and inspired the world 
from central Europe to Central America. 

The whole world is watching, and the 
whole world is ready. The headlines tell of 
other nations buying American. That’s good 
news, not bad news. We’ve been urging our 
own people to “Buy American” for years, to 
invest in the greatest job-creating machine 
of the 20th century. And it’s no surprise, 
then, the world investors are following suit. 
The results are in: America is the choice. 

We don’t have to look elsewhere to know 
what works. If you want to follow the smart 
money advice of the 1990’s, go to where 
the Japanese and the Europeans are going. 
Look at the United States of America. Look 
at what the rest of the world calls the 
American miracle. You’ve seen it happen. 
You’ve made it happen. You’ve been a part 
of it happening right here in Cincinnati, 
U.S.A., the Blue Chip City, where 150,000 
more people are at work than were work- 
ing 6 years ago—150,000 more. 

Cincinnati produced its miracle the old- 
fashioned way, the American way. It’s an 
old tradition here. When he first opened his 
slaughterhouse in 1810, Richard Fosdick 
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was warned that meat couldn’t be cured in 
Cincinnati’s climate. But he didn’t know 
that it couldn’t be done. He continued his 
experiments until he discovered the rock- 
salt process for curing meat and made this 
city the principal hog market of the world. 

Renewing our emphasis on innovation is 
one of the ways modern Cincinnati has 
prospered. You’ve also built a diverse eco- 
nomic base, stripped away corporate fat, re- 
newed our emphasis on quality. Fortune 
says Cincinnati makes some of the best jet 
engines in the entire world. 

Ultimately, these are the kind of efforts 
that will determine how America fares in 
the competitive, free-trade world of the 
nineties. The way of the future is free 
people. And the way of the future, in my 
view, is and must be free trade. And free 
people and free trade is what America is all 
about. 

Of course, it’s not enough that we say 
that trade simply be free. It has also got to 
be fair. And I am not complacent; I am not 
satisfied with where things stand. We must 
do better in removing barriers to Ameri- 
cans’ goods and services, whether those bar- 
riers be in Japan, in Western Europe, or 
anywhere else in the world. A global game 
is afoot, a game in which a Cincinnati busi- 
nessman can now fly nonstop to London 
and Frankfurt any day of the week. If the 
rules are fair and the same for everybody, 
we can play this game. It’s called free en- 
terprise. And America is the free enterprise 
capital of the world. 

Winning in the competitive nineties will 
take more than investing in products. We 
must also invest in people. And that was 
what was so moving about my experience 
today here at lunch. We must invest in 
people. And that means offering every 
American child an education second to 
none. Our Education Excellence Act re- 
mains a priority of my administration, sent 
to Congress almost 9 months ago. It calls for 
choice, flexibility, and accountability. And 
the time for study is past, and the time for 
action is now. 

You in Cincinnati have acted, working to 
educate and train our people for the 21st 
century. Three years ago business, educa- 
tional, and community leaders here came 
together to take on a mighty task: reduce 
the numbers of students at risk, that stag- 


gering 40-percent dropout rate in Cincin- 
nati’s public schools. The result was what I 
saw today: that Cincinnati Youth Collabora- 
tive, an intensive people-to-people mentor- 
ing program that many of you support. And 
it’s already seen some fantastic, early suc- 
cess. 

It has America talking. Your Governor 
visited one of the participating classrooms 
at McKinley Preschool before coming out to 
the education summit that I hosted there in 
Charlottesville, Virginia, last fall. And earli- 
er today, as I said, I had this opportunity to 
see the tremendous programs at Taft High 
School firsthand. I guess the most moving 
part of it for me today was the mentoring 
part—involvement of one Cincinnatian in 
the life of another; an older man, an older 
woman taking under his or her arm a kid, 
lifting them up, helping them when they’re 
hurt. A beautiful experience. 

There are other matters that require 
urgent attention when Congress gets back 
later this month. Our Clean Air Act propos- 
als recognize that in an emerging global 
economy, environmental destruction knows 
no borders and that a healthy economy goes 
hand in hand with a healthy environment. 

And a kinder, gentler environment also 
means a society where every man, woman, 
and child can live and prosper in an envi- 
ronment free from fear. And that, then, 
means freedom from crime, and especially 
the increasingly violent crime that has been 
spawned by this plague of drug abuse, drug 
trafficking. Our anticrime package, as 
well—it’s time for the Congress to act on it. 

There’s much to be done in the months 
ahead. But as a new year begins, Americans 
should also pause to take some pride in 
what we’ve all accomplished together. Let 
me suggest two areas. At home, more than 
anything else—if you had to define it, a 
kinder and gentler nation is one in which 
everyone who wants a job has a job. And 
today America has the lowest unemploy- 
ment rate since 1973, and Ohio has reached 
its highest employment level in history. 

Abroad, for more than 40 years, 3 genera- 
tions has stood steadfast in an often hostile 
and tumultuous world. Firm in our belief in 
America’s destiny as leader of the free 
world, our spirit did not falter; our troops 
did not flinch. And today, after the water- 
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shed events of 1989, the free world that 
we're leading is growing bigger all the 
time. 

And in the past months we saw democra- 
cy restored to the brave people of Panama. 
We want to help them enhance it and 
strengthen it. We saw the powerful brought 
before the bar of justice. And we took pride 
in the skill and the courage and, yes, the 
sacrifice of American soldiers. The Panama- 
nian operation was conducted by highly 
trained troops—the best, the finest, the best 
trained troops in the world. But it is not 
simply training; it’s patriotism, and it’s dedi- 
cation. 

I went to a couple of hospitals in San 
Antonio—Barbara and I did—to talk to 
some of our wounded. And I'll never ever 
forget their spirit. One kid lying there se- 
verely wounded said, “My only regret,” he 
said, “is that I’m here, not dowa there with 
the others.” Pride in America, in my view, 
has never been higher. 


And somehow, it is more than coinci- 
dence. In the same month, we hear that the 
bald eagle—the American eagle—may soon 
come off the endangered species list. How 
about that? [Applause] 


In case you don’t understand it, I love my 
job. [Laughter] We’ve got a lot to do. But as 
you see the changes in Eastern Europe, see 
Mr. Gorbachev struggling against, what 
some would say, just terribly difficult 
odds—things are coming our way. They’re 
moving toward freedom. They’re moving 
toward democracy. And I am proud to be at 
the helm. 

Thank you all. God bless you, and God 
bless Cincinnati, and God bless the United 
States of America. Thank you very, very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:16 p.m. in 
the ballroom at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. In 
his remarks, he referred to Joseph Head, 
chairman of the board of the Greater Cin- 
cinnati Chamber of Commerce; Representa- 
tives Thomas A. Luken and Willis D. 
Gradison, Jr.; Robert A. Taft Il, president of 
the Hamilton County Board of Commis- 
sioners; Joe Morgan, former member of the 
Houston Astros and Cincinnati Reds base- 
ball teams, and Johnny Bench, former 
member of the Cincinnati Reds, both re- 
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cently elected members of the Baseball Hall 
of Fame; and Air Force Band commander 
Lt. Col. Richard A. Shelton. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With Mr. 
and Mrs. William Rouse 


January 12, 1990 


Following his speech to the Chamber of 
Commerce, President Bush met with Mr. 
and Mrs. William Rouse, the mother and 
stepfather of James Markwell of Cincinnati, 
who was killed in Panama. Markwell’s 
brother, Brandon, 17, and his sister, Dawn, 
15, also met with the President. 

Pfc. James Markwell was a U.S. Army 
Ranger medic killed by gunfire after land- 
ing in his drop zone during the Panama 
invasion. President Bush sent a letter of 
condolence to Private Markwell’s family on 
January 4, as well as to the families of all 
those killed in Panama. 

The President met with Mr. and Mrs. 
Rouse in a private room following his 
speech. The President expressed his grati- 
tude on behalf of all Americans for the sac- 
rifice Private Markwell made in service to 
his country. The President expressed his 
personal sympathy to the Rouses. 

Private Markwell was a native of Cincin- 
nati and was buried there on December 30, 
1989. 


Nomination of Frederick M. Bernthal 
To Be Deputy Director of the National 
Science Foundation 


January 12, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Frederick M. Bernthal to 
be Deputy Director of the National Science 
Foundation. He would succeed John H. 
Moore. 

Since 1988 Dr. Bernthal has served as 
Assistant Secretary of State for Oceans and 
International Environmental and Scientific 
Affairs in Washington, DC. Prior to this, he 
served as Commissioner of the Nuclear Reg- 
ulatory Commission in Washington, 1983- 
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1988; chief legislative assistant to Senator 
Howard Baker, 1980-1983; legislative assist- 
ant to Senator Howard Baker, 1978-1979; 
associate professor of chemistry and physics 
at Michigan State University, 1975-1978; 
and assistant professor at Michigan State 
University at East Lansing, 1970-1975. In 
addition, Dr. Bernthal served as a visiting 
scientist for the Niels Bohr Institute at the 
University of Copenhagen, 1966-1977; staff 
postdoctoral scientist at Yale University, 
1969-1970; graduate research assistant at 
Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory, 1965-1969; 
and research aide for the Argonne National 
Laboratory, 1964. 

Dr. Bernthal graduated from Valparaiso 
University (B.S., 1964) and the University of 
California at Berkeley (Ph.D., 1969). He was 
born January 10, 1943, in Sheraton, WY. Dr. 
Bernthal is married, has one child, and re- 
sides in Washington, DC. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 


on the Vietnam-United States Special 
Resettlement Program 


January 13, 1990 


Beginning this weekend, the first group 
of former Vietnamese “reeducation camp” 
detainees and their accompanying family 
members (61 persons) will arrive in the 
United States. They are the first to depart 
under a bilateral agreement concluded last 
July in Hanoi between the United States 
and Vietnam. The group arrived in Bang- 
kok on January 5 and 6, where they have 
spent the last week completing their final 
processing before departure for the United 
States. A second group (88 persons) is 
scheduled to arrived next week. 

All Americans rejoice at this event, but 
we particularly share the joy of those in the 
Vietnamese-American community who will 
now, at long last, be reunited with their 
family and friends in the United States. 

The U.S.-Vietnam Special Reeducation 
Center Detainee Resettlement Program 
represents the culmination of years of in- 
tensive U.S. diplomatic effort to obtain per- 
mission for those persons and their families 
who were closely associated with the 
United States during the Vietnam War 


period to emigrate to the United States. We 
expect a total of 700 former detainees and 
their family members to depart Vietnam 
this month and 7,000 to enter the United 
States by the end of the current fiscal year 
on September 30. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Death of Hyman Schachtel 


January 14, 1990 


The President today called Mrs. Hyman 
Schachtel, wife of Rabbi Hyman Schachtel 
of Houston, TX, to express his sadness and 
condolences over the death of her husband. 
The President and Hyman Schachtel go 
back a long, long time. The President 
termed Rabbi Schachtel one of the great 
religious and civic leaders that he has 
known. He told Mrs. Schachtel that her hus- 
band had been an inspiration to him and a 
very good friend. The President and Mrs. 
Bush will miss him sorely. 


Proclamation 6089—National Poison 
Prevention Week, 1990 


January 16, 1990 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Since its inception 29 years ago, “National 
Poison Prevention Week” has encouraged 
the American people to take measures to 
prevent childhood poisonings. Today we 
know that this important public awareness 
campaign has helped save lives. According 
to data gathered by the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, approximately 
450 children under 5 years of age died in 
1961 after accidentally ingesting medicines 
or household chemicals. During 1987, the 
most recent year for which complete statis- 
tics are available, 31 deaths from accidental 
poisoning occurred among children—a 93 
percent decrease. 

Efforts to promote public awareness, cou- 
pled with educational programs for parents 
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and the use of child-resistant packaging, 
have played a major role in the reduction of 
poisoning deaths. Offering lifesaving advice 
and information over the telephone, the 
Nation’s Poison Control Centers have also 
helped prevent many serious injuries and 
deaths among children. 

While many tragic deaths have been pre- 
vented in recent years, we still have much 
work to do. Each year, more than half a 
million children are exposed to potentially 
poisonous medicines or household chemi- 
cals, as documented through calls to Poison 
Control Centers. 

More parents and grandparents must rec- 
ognize their primary role in poison preven- 
tion. Accidental poisonings can be prevent- 
ed if parents, grandparents, and other 
guardians keep medicines and household 
chemicals out of the reach of children. 
Adults should also be sure to store all poten- 
tially harmful substances in packages with 
child-resistant closures. 

These important messages are carried 
across the country by the Poison Prevention 
Week Council, a coalition of 36 national 
health, safety, and governmental organiza- 
tions and agencies concerned with prevent- 
ing childhood poisonings. The annual ob- 
servance of “National Poison Prevention 
Week” provides a special opportunity for 
Poison Control Centers personnel, educa- 
tors, pharmacists, and other health profes- 
sionals to remind every American adult of 
the need to protect our little ones from 
accidental poisoning. 

To encourage the American people to 
learn more about the dangers of accidental 
poisonings and to take more preventative 
measures against them, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved September 26, 
1961 (75 Stat. 681), has authorized and re- 
quested the President to issue a proclama- 
tion designating the third week of March of 
each year as “National Poison Prevention 
Week.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning March 
18, 1990, as National Poison Prevention 
Week. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this week by participating in appropriate 
programs and activities and by learning 
how to prevent accidental poisonings 
among children. 
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this sixteenth day of January, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:33 p.m., January 16, 1990) 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe Meeting in 
Vienna 


January 16, 1990 


Today the United States and the 34 other 
nations of the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (CSCE) begin a 
dialog that is unique in history. The military 
leaders of our respective countries will 
meet together in Vienna to discuss national 
military policies, forces, and budgets. 

It is difficult to imagine a better time or 
forum for such a dialog. Six months ago the 
peoples of Eastern Europe embarked on a 
course of changing the governments which 
had for so long denied their legitimate 
rights and contributed to perpetuating the 
division of Europe. Those who are leading 
the forces for change frequently cite the 
principles of democratic process, economic 
justice, and personal freedom that were ar- 
ticulated by the 35 CSCE states at Helsinki 
15 years ago. It is natural, then, to turn to 
the CSCE and to the forum in which we 
discuss confidence and _ security-building 
measures to initiate a dialog among military 
experts on issues that are key to building a 
stable European security architecture for 
the coming decades. 

The President has asked the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Colin Powell, 
to make the first presentation in the Mili- 
tary Doctrine Seminar on behalf of the 
United States. His presence in Vienna is 
tangible evidence of our transatlantic com- 
mitment not just to security but to open- 
ness and dialog among nations as a means 
to bring about peaceful change and a 
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secure fuuwure for all of our peoples. We look 
forward to a fruitful exchange among all 
participants in this historic meeting. 


Remarks on the United States Military 
Action in Panama and an Exchange 
With Reporters 


January 17, 1990 


The President. Well, let me just say that 
this is my first chance to, in person, thank 
General Thurman and his troops for the 
outstanding job they did for our country in 
Panama. Secretary [of Defense] Cheney and 
I are extraordinarily grateful to this, our 
Commander. He served with great distinc- 
tion, and General Stiner and General Cis- 
neros and many others as well. But before 
our meeting we’re having in here, I want to 
bring him out and publicly tell him how 
strongly I feel about the wonderful mission, 
the way it was accomplished, and the pro- 
fessionalism and, I guess, particularly, Max, 
the dedication of those kids. I'll tell you, it 
is so moving, as a parent, to visit with some 
of the parents of those that have fallen and 
wounded. And it’s something you see all the 
time, but I'll tell you, these were remarka- 
ble young people. 

And well done, and thank you. 

General Thurman. Thank you very 
much, sir. You ought to be proud of them— 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, marines, coast- 
guardsmen—they did a dynamite job. 

The President. Yes, they did. Well, we’re 
proud of you. 

General Thurman. We appreciate your 
support. 

The President. Very proud of you. 


Panama 


Q. When do you think the troops will be 
coming home—all the troops will be out? 

The President. We'll be talking about that 
right now. And they’re down substantially, 
and democracy is on the move. General 
Thurman’s just briefed the Secretary and 
me very quickly here on the moves that 
Panama is taking. We want to give them 
economic help. We want to offer hope to 
the individuals there who are out of work— 
some of it because of the sanctions that we 


had to place upon Panama. So, we’re com- 
mitted. I think I speak for him, but I know 
I speak for me: We want them out of there 
as soon as possible. I think a large number 
are out now. 

General Thurman. Yes, sir. We’re down 
to 18,900 this morning, which is about 
8,000 below what we had in country at the 
maximum 27,000. 

The President. Eight out, and we’ve got 
about four or five to go. SOUTHCOM obvi- 
ously will remain. It has a mission. We have 
rights and obligations under the treaty. And 
I’m sure that’s agreeable to the Panamanian 
leadership. 

Q. How much aid do you think you’re 
going to getP 

The President. Well, I don’t know. We’re 
going to be talking about that right now, 
Helen [Helen Thomas, United Press Inter- 
national]. 

Q. Do you want to get them all out 
before the drug summit so that it’s not an 
obstacle, particularly for Peru? 

The President. Well, I want to do what’s 
right for Panama..I want to do what 
Panama wants. And obviously, there’s still 
some security considerations that General 
Thurman was telling Secretary Cheney and 
me about. But it’s Panama’s show now. 
Panama is strengthening their democracy. 
And we want to know what they want; we 
want to work closely with them. It is my 
objective to get the troops out, to get back 
to the levels before this military action. We 
will do that. But it has nothing to do with 
the summit in Cartagena [Colombia] at all. 
This is prudent. It is right. And I’m not 
driven by the summit. 


Vice President Quayle’s Trip to Latin 
America 


Q. Are you having trouble finding coun- 
tries that will accept Vice President Quayle 
as a visitor because of—— 

The President. No. 

Q. Is he going to Panama? 

The President. 1 expect he will. I hope so. 
His itinerary, I don’t think has been set yet, 
but I hope so. 


Note: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the 


Colonnade at the White House. In his open- 
ing remarks, he referred to Gen. Maxwell R. 
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Thurman, commander in chief of the U.S. 
Southern Command; Lt. Gen. Carl Stiner, 
commanding general of the 18th Airborne 
Corps; and Brig. Gen. Marc Cisneros, com- 
manding general of U.S. Army South. 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters Prior to a Meeting With the 
Heads of Federal Law Enforcement 
Agencies 


January 17, 1990 


The President. Well, welcome. And I’m 
meeting today with the heads of the various 
Federal crime fighting agencies to renew 
our determination to defeat drugs, to defeat 
crime, and to destroy the kingpins behind 
them. 


Over the past year, these agency chiefs 
were asked to take on even greater respon- 
sibilities, and they’ve answered the call with 
great distinction. And I only wish that Con- 
gress would finish the job that I asked them 
to do last spring. True, in fairness, more 
money has been provided for new prison 
space and more Federal law enforcement 
officers, but too much work has been left 
undone. And Congress must act now on the 
rest of our package to fight violent crime, 
to toughen the Federal sentencing for those 
using a firearm in the commission of a 
felony, to reform the rules of evidence, and 
to enact the death penalty proposal that I 
sent them. These agency heads and their 
agents face enough constraints, and the last 
thing that they need is for the Congress to 
not move or to tie their hands. 


Seven months ago we were also drafting 
our initial drug strategy, and I must say 
we've since enjoyed success in getting our 
first strategy approved by the Congress. 
The American people have rallied behind 
our plan. Law enforcers from the Feds to 
the cops out there on the beat have joined 
together to make it work. And in short, our 
first strategy laid a solid foundation for our 
future efforts. 


And we have seen great progress where 


it counts: in the streets, where record 
amounts of ‘cocaine have been seized. And 
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yet, we have yet to turn the corner. In this 
very city, January has been the month of 
murder, the deadliest month in the history 
of the District of Columbia. 


So, we’re going to press on, press hard in 
our second strategy, which is going to be 
released in advance of our budget. And all 
of this I will be discussing in this second 
annual luncheon today here. 


Before we go inside, I wanted to thank 
three people especially: Secretary [of the 
Treasury] Brady, Attorney General Thorn- 
burgh, and my very able Director [of Na- 
tional Drug Control Policy], Bill Bennett. 
They place teamwork before turf, giving 
crimefighters everywhere an example of 
how to cooperate against crime. I’m proud 
of them. I’m proud of all the rest of our law 
enforcement people here and those with 
whom we're associated all across this coun- 
try. 

So, what we want to do is get moving 
now. And now, if we'll go inside, we can 
hear from each and every one of you, if you 
will, as to how your work is going. 


Hello, Jack. How are youP Good to see 
you. 


Thank you all very much. 


Extradition of Colombian Drug Dealers 


Q. Mr. President, what about happened 
in Colombia today, sir? 


The President. What? 


Q. The communication by these so-called 
extradiiables claiming they would stop the 
cocaine trade, making that claim again in 
return for. 


The President. Well, they’ve a credibility 
problem with me. But that’s one point, and 
the other is, I’ve learned not to comment 
on matters that I have not seen verified. So, 
you're asking about a statement that I just 
don’t know anything about. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:16 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to John C. Lawn, Ad- 
ministrator of the Drug Enforcement Ad- 
ministration. 
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Nomination of Susan J. Koch To Be an 
Assistant Director of the United States 
Arms Control and Disarmament 
Agency 

January 17, 1990 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Susan Jane Koch to be an 
Assistant Director of the United States Arms 
Control and Disarmament Agency for the 
Bureau of Strategic Programs. She would 
succeed William H. Fite. 

Since 1988 Dr. Koch has served as Princi- 
pal Director of Nuclear Forces and Arms 
Control Policy in the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for International Secu- 
rity Policy. Prior to this she served as a staff 
analyst for Strategic Defense and Space 
Arms Control Policy in the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Interna- 
tional Security Policy, 1985-1988; as a Spe- 
cial Assistant to the Deputy Assistant Secre- 
tary of Defense for Nuclear Forces and 
Arms Control Policy in the Office of the 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Interna- 
tional Security Policy, 1982-1985; branch 


chief in the Office of European Analysis 
and Office of Policy Analysis at the Central 


Intelligence Agency, 1980-1982;  intelli- 
gence analyst in the Office of Political Anal- 
ysis and Office of Political Research at the 
Central Intelligence Agency, 1975-1980; 
and an assistant professor in the department 
of political science at the University of Con- 
necticut, 1971-1975. In addition, Dr. Koch 
has served as an instructor in the depart- 
ment of political science at Mount Holyoke 
College, 1970-1971. 

Dr. Koch graduated from Mount Holyoke 
College (A.B., 1964) and Harvard University 
(M.A., 1968; Ph.D., 1971). She was born Jan- 
uary 24, 1943, in Bridgeport, CT. Current- 
ly, Dr. Koch resides in Washington, DC. 


Telephone Conversation With the 
Astronauts Aboard the Space Shuttle 
Columbia 


January 18, 1990 


The President. Hello, Fred, can you hear 
me? Dan? Are we talking to space? 


Commander Brandenstein. Yes, sir, Mr. 
President. Welcome aboard Columbia. We 
hear you very clearly. 

The President. Well, Dan, is that you, the 
captain, the boss of that outfit? 

Commander Brandenstein. Well, that’s 
what they say, but everybody contributes a 
lot, and I just kind of stay out of the way so 
they can get their jobs done. 

The President. Well, listen, I just was call- 
ing you to congratulate you. Dan Quayle is 
sitting here next to me in the Oval Office, 
and as you know, he’s taken a very active 
role in this Space Council. But what I’m 
calling to do is to congratulate you and the 
crew, after all those somersaults—but doing 
a superb job up there on this mission. And 
we followed the LDEF [Long Duration Ex- 
posure Facility] and the very exciting grab, 
and I just wanted to hear firsthand how it 
was going. 

Commander Brandenstein. Well, Mr. 
President, I think it’s going well. We’ve 
pretty much concluded most of the major 
objectives of this mission, and obviously, the 
retrieval of the LDEF was one of the high- 
lights, and we’re very happy we have it 
back onboard. We believe it’s a real treas- 
ure that’s going to help very much in de- 
signing future space satellites and shuttles 
and space stations. 

The President. Well, I think that’s won- 
derful. And how do all the new guys 
behave: Jim, Marsha, and David? Can they 
talk, or are you doing the speaking for this 
crowdP 

Commander Brandenstein. I want to 
give them all a chance. In fact, we'll let G. 
David tell you how it is to be a new guy. 

The President. All right, fire away, Dave. 

Mr. Low. Well, Mr. President, it’s a pleas- 
ure to be up here. I’ve enjoyed this flight 
very much. We’ve enjoyed a lot of success 
with a lot of help from all the folks on the 
ground. It’s a real pleasure to be up here to 
contribute to our space program. 

The President. Well, ’'m delighted. How’s 
Marsha doing? Is she near a mike there? 

Ms. Ivins. Yes, sir, I have a mike. I think 
we new guys are really excited. We've 
waited a long time for this, and it’s sort of a 
dream come true. The world, looking at it 
from up here, is incredible. 
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The President. | don’t want to date your 
commander, the captain there, Dan, but I 
had dinner over at the White House two 
nights ago with Dick Truly [Administrator 
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration], who reminded me that they 
had flown together sometime back. Dan, 
sorry about that. 

Commander Brandenstein. That’s true. 
And in fact, I’ve been taking my share of 
hits this mission. I just had a birthday yes- 
terday, and I’ve been taking a lot of grief. 

The President. All right. Well, listen, is 
Bonnie there? Who else have we not—I’d 
like to say hello to everybody. 

Commander’ Brandenstein. Certainly. 
We'll let Jim Wetherbee tell you. He’s the 
other new guy. And we'll let him tell you 
what he thought of it, and then we'll turn 
you over to Bonnie. 

Lieutenant Commander Wetherbee. ''m 
proud to be here. It’s a pleasure being part 
of this program. I’m happy to be part of 
watching Dan recover that satellite. He’s 
about the best in the world at grabbing 
satellites at Mach 25. 

The President. Unbelievable. Well, I’m 
glad to see a Navy pilot—could you use a 
65-year-old Navy pilot up there? 

Commander Brandenstein. Navy pilots 
don’t get that old. 

The President. Oh, yeah? I’m one. 
[Laughter] Hey, listen, there seems to be a 
long pause. 

Ms. Dunbar. Well, I'm delighted to be 
here, Mr. President, and feel fortunate to 
do it again. But I know that it takes a lot of 
work on the part of many, many people. 
And I want to thank all the people at John- 
son Space Center and NASA, in general, for 
making this possible. It’s been an incredible 
mission. 

The President. Well, you know, that’s one 
thing that does come through. There you all 
are working, and people following very 
keenly what you’re doing. But I think one 
thing the American people do see as a 
result of a highly complex mission like this 
is this enormously effective teamwork. And 
I must say, I'd like to join you in saluting 
everybody involved. And I wish you well as 
you wrap it up now and come on back. But 
we're proud of you, and I look forward to 
seeing you at the White House, as does the 
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Vice President, when you can get around to 
getting up here after you get back. 

So, well done. We’re proud of you, and 
we will follow the rest of the mission, as we 
have the beginning, with great interest. 
And, Dan, to you and your wonderful crew, 
congratulations. 

Commander Brandenstein. Well, thank 
you very much for taking the time and 
speak with us this morning, Mr. President. 
And we’re proud to have had the opportu- 
nity to represent our country and to con- 
duct this mission, and along with all the 
other people that make up the NASA and 
the space team in this country. 

The President. Okay. Well, we'll let you 
go to work, and well done. Thank you very 
much. Over and out. 

Commander Brandenstein. Goodbye. 


Note: The conversation began at 7:39 a.m. 
The President spoke from the Oval Office. 
The space shuttle crew included Capt. 
Daniel C. Brandenstein and Lt. Comdr. 
James D. Wetherbee, both of the Navy, and 
mission specialists Bonnie J. Dunbar, 
Marsha S. Ivins, and G. David Low. 


Remarks at the Bush Administration 
Executive Forum 


January 18, 1990 


Mr. Vice President and members of the 
Cabinet, Governor Sununu, all of you mem- 
bers of our team, thank you. Thank you 
very much for that warm reception, the 
pleasure of being here. 

What a privilege it is to celebrate the first 
anniversary of an administration that you all 
helped make possible and that you enrich 
every day through your own hard work and 
your dreams. I wanted to stop the applause 
so you could get back to work. [Laughter] 

I understand that every Cabinet member 
is here and preceded me. And I’m very 
proud of our Vice President, very proud of 
this Cabinet, very grateful to our Chief of 
Staff. You’ve done America proud, and 
you’ve made each of us proud. So, I would 
say to our Cabinet: Please, why don’t you 
make me a little less lonely up here? As the 
noted philosopher says, “Come on down!” 
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So, please, I'd like to invite the Cabinet 
members to come up here. 

Well, thank you all. Please be seated. And 
again, I’m glad to be with you. I won’t keep 
you long. Another pledge: My remarks will 
be on the record. After all, I’m getting tired 
of reading in the press that I’m too secre- 
tive. [Laughter] Let me tell you my views 
on that—I’d like to, but they’re classified. 
[Laughter] 

You know, a week from Sunday, America 
is going to come to a stop—the Super Bowl. 
And the bad news is that only one team 
there will triumph. But the good news is 
that today we salute an event in which— 
with your help—all America has triumphed: 
the first 12 months of this administration. 
And looking back, it’s been quite a year. 

First, there was Barbara. Americans got 
to know her. And I don’t have to tell you 
how lucky I am to have her by my side and 
working with many of these Cabinet offi- 
cers, particularly Secretary [of Education] 
Cavazos, trying to help him and all of you 
make America better in education. 

As far as accomplishments, minding the 
admonitions of my mother, I’m not going to 
dwell on my biggest feat of 1989. Suffice it 
to say that during the second year I hope to 
catch yet another fish. [Laughter] 

One year ago this week, you and I began 
the work which led to even larger feats, 
like the lowest unemployment rate in 15 
years and the 20 millionth new job since 
1982; like inflation at less than 5 percent, 
falling interest rates, real per capita income, 
and investment at record levels. You have 
helped achieve the longest peacetime boom 
in our nation’s history. 

This prosperity, I really believe, has 
helped make America a kinder and gentler 
place. And we’ve nurtured it through pio- 
neering initiatives, whether by working to 
solve the savings and loan crisis or to make 
our education system number one again, 
whether enhancing the quality of our envi- 
ronment or waging a stepped-up, all-out 
battle against drugs—and I’m sorry that Bill 
Bennett is not here today. Our goal has 
been, and remains, you see, to build a 
better America. These great objectives have 
been set down in our initial quarter. And 
now let’s use the next quarter to make still 
greater progress. 


Woodrow Wilson could have been de- 
scribing our administration when he said, 
“It’s always a beginning, not a consumma- 
tion.” In that spirit, let me simply observe: 
Just wait until the second-guessers see our 
second year. 

You know, remember the old New Eng- 
land story about a man who was stuck in 
the mud with his car. The man was asked 
by this passing motorist whether he was 
really stuck. Finally, he responded with a 
shake of his head. “You could say I was 
stuck,” he said, “if I was really going any- 
where.” 

Well, America is going somewhere: 
toward a better future. It is not stuck. And 
much of the credit belongs to you, the 
people in this room. You are changing the 
way Americans view their government. 
Franklin had a word for it—not Ben, 
Aretha. It is “respect’—she and Rodney 
Dangerfield. And in your own way, you’ve 
helped ensure that just as millions have 
become free from tyranny abroad, millions 
more will know freedom from want, crime, 
and drugs at home. 

Toward that end, we’ve sent proposals to 
the United States Congress to confront our 
most crucial issues. And while I'll listen to 
reasonable alternatives, I will not compro- 
mise on the principles upon which our pro- 
posals are based. And so, I call upon the 
Congress to work with the White House 
and complete the job that we were all sent 
here to do. 

For instance—let me just give you some 
examples; I can’t possibly spell out every 
initiative—for instance, our commitment to 
the environment is crystal clear. We have 
sent Congress legislation to reduce acid 
rain, air toxics, and urban smog. It is the 
first rewrite of the Clean Air Act in over 10 
years. And I asked both Houses to preserve 
the careful balance in that bill: help clean 
up our air and preserve jobs. We’ve laid 
down a fairminded compromise, and now 
let’s break the stalemate. Let’s protect our 
environment for decades to come. Let’s get 
moving. 

But that isn’t all, far, far from it. We’ve 
also made proposals to stem drug use and 
crime: proposals to ensure stiffer penalties 
for violent criminals, greater certainty in 
sentencing, an end to early release and easy 
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parole. Eight months ago, I sent legislation 
to the Congress, and since then, more 
money has been provided for additional 
prison space and more Federal law enforce- 
ment officers. And yet Congress has left too 
much work undone. I see our Attorney 
General nodding, and he’s been out in the 
forefront, and he understands that. And so, 
I call upon Congress to act now, quickly 
and responsibly. We need mandatory time 
for these firearm offenses—no deals when 
criminals use a gun. And for anyone who 
kills a law enforcement officer, no legal 
penalty is too tough, and that does mean 
the death penalty—not at some point, not 
sometime, but now. 

Next is—another example—education. 
And here also we need the Congress to act. 
I sent legislation up to give greater choice 
to parents and students, reward excellence, 
and demand greater accountability. And so, 
let’s ensure that every child in America 
grows up with a decent education. 

I look at these Cabinet officers up here 
with me, and I see so many—I’m thinking 
as my mind is running—so many other ini- 
tiatives that, with your help, they have 
taken in taking our program to Capitol Hill. 
But what it all adds up to is the future. The 
future is what I’m talking about, the future 
of our kids. And so, we’ve proposed child- 
care legislation to put choice in the hands 
of low income parents and allow a grand- 
parent to help, or a neighbor, or a local 
church. And when it comes to child care, 
let parents, not the Big Brother, decide 
how that job gets done. 

Yes, the future, a future in which Ameri- 
cans are free to work, invest, save, and 
plan—so, our administration does want to 
cut the capital gains tax to spur investment 
and create jobs. And Americans have shown 
the world that the path to a strong econo- 
my is through innovation, investment, and 
enterprise. Come to think of it, what they 
create isn’t a bad definition of America: op- 
portunity for all. 

Opportunity can come from the biparti- 
sanship which puts America first. Perhaps 
Will Rogers said it best when he observed: 
“I love a dog. He does nothing for political 
reasons.” [Laughter] Ask Millie. I’m not 
sure she’d agree. [Laughter] 

Nevertheless, our proposals reflect Ameri- 
ca’s best interests, not the interest of one 
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faction or another. And I ask the Congress 
to respond in kind, spurring opportunity, 
not dependency, for a future free from fear. 

Keep in mind—and I know this as well as 
any of us—the agenda is unfinished. The 
public awaits, expecting us, as I said last 
January, to act, not to bicker. And as we 
act, let’s recall what we believe and who it 
is that we serve: not ourselves, not a party, 
but this nation and her people; moreover, 
all those for whom America is the con- 
science of mankind. The working mother in 
San Antonio and the farmer in Nebraska 
and the teacher in New Jersey and the uni- 
formed sons and daughters who keep us 
free—we serve them, every single one. 

Yet the essence of America, that belief in 
the individual, eclipses language and 
border. And so, we must also champion the 
heroes of Prague and Warsaw, Bucharest 
and Berlin, and the thousands of people 
who last July—I saw it—greeted me there 
in Budapest, tears running down their faces, 
waiting hours in a driving rain, cheering for 
the principles of liberty and democracy, 
cheering for the United States of America. 

Dwight Eisenhower, beloved Ike, once 
observed that we must help the cause of 
democracy summon “lightness against the 
dark.” He was right. And so, we have 
helped Poland and Hungary, and we will 
help others in Eastern Europe. But let me 
be clear: I will not neglect this hemisphere, 
the Western Hemisphere. Our operation in 
Panama, Operation Just Cause, was a tre- 
mendous success. And I am very proud of 
the young men and women who served this 
country with such pride and courage. And, 
yes, there’s going to be some second-guess- 
ing, Monday morning quarterbacks at work. 
But let’s not forget: 92 percent of the 
people in Panama supported Operation Just 
Cause. And these people are our brothers 
and our sisters, and they deserve our help. 
And so do all our friends in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. And they'll receive it. 
For even as we rejoice in the changes in 
Eastern Europe, we’ve got to remember 
our friends in America’s hemisphere. 

Americans supported Operation Just 
Cause because democracy is a noble cause. 
And today it’s on the move wherever 
people dream. Around the world, that cause 
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endures, and the darkness lifts, and the 
light grows brighter by the day. 

No President could have a finer group of 
people as part of his administration. I thank 
you from the bottom of a very grateful 
heart. No nation could have better public 
servants. And I thank you on behalf of 
every American. God bless you. God bless 
our beloved land, this morning star of free- 
dom, the United States of America. Thank 
you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:26 a.m. at 
DAR Constitution Hall at the 9th annual 
Executive Forum for political appointees of 
the administration. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to singer Aretha Franklin and come- 
dian Rodney Dangerfield. 


Exchange With Reporters 
January 18, 1990 


Reallocation of Foreign Aid 


Q. Mr. President, will you be discussing 
Senator Dole’s plan to cut aid to Turkey 
and other countries? 

The President. 1 won't be talking about 
that. I'll be talking about my delight that 
somebody understands that it is the Presi- 
dent that ought to set these priorities, and 
that’s what I’m very pleased about. 

Q. Are you angry at Senator Dole? 

The President. 1m pleased with him. 
What are you talking about? 

Q. Does that mean the priorities are 
going to change? 

The President. 1 want to see them put the 
power where it should be in this matter, 
and not mastermind foreign policy through 
138 subcommittees—allocating funds. I’d 
like to see it done the way I think the 
Founding Fathers intended for it to be 
done. And don’t worry about our friends, 
Turkey; we'll take care of that. 

Q. Are you going to get 
amount? 

The President. I want to get back what I 
want first. 


the 


same 


Social Security Tax Cut 


Q. What do you think of Senator Moyni- 
han’s plan, Mr. President? 


The President. Hey, listen. We’ve got to 
get going. We’ve got a distinguished visitor 
here. 


What do you think of the Moynihan plan, 
Mr. President [Turgut Ozal]? [Laughter] 


He and I have the same feeling about it. 
We both draw a blank when we hear about 
it. [Laughter] This is an effort to get me to 
try to raise taxes on the American people 
by the charade of cutting them, or cut ben- 
efits. And I am not going to do it to the 
older people in this country. 


Note: The exchange began at noon in the 
Oval Office at the White House, prior to a 
meeting with President Turgut Ozal of 
Turkey. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on President Bush’s Meeting With 
President Turgut Ozal of Turkey 


January 18, 1990 


The President met for approximately 30 
minutes in the Oval Office with President 
Turgut Ozal of Turkey. The meeting was 
followed by a working lunch in the Resi- 
dence. 


The two Presidents discussed a wide 
range of issues, including changes in the 
Soviet Union, the negotiations at Vienna on 
conventional force reductions, and NATO’s 
[North Atlantic Treaty Organization] vital 
role in a changing Europe. They engaged in 
detailed discussions of the situation in the 
Middle East and the sweeping changes in 
Eastern Europe, with special reference to 
the Balkans. 


The President and President Ozal agreed 
to continue their pattern of close consulta- 
tions and stressed the importance of U.S.- 
Turkish security cooperation at this time of 
rapid change in Europe and in East-West 
relations. The two Presidents also discussed 
Cyprus at some length and reaffirmed their 
support for U.N.-sponsored negotiations be- 
tween Greek and Turkish Cypriots. 
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Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his 
commitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Ameri- 
can. The daily recognition program is in- 
tended as a national tribute of the highest 
order to every single American who makes a 
difference in the life of someone in need. 





The President extends his appreciation to 
the following: 


January 12 


Cincinnati Youth Collaborative (CYC), of Cin- 
cinnati, OH. The CYC is a partnership between 
the business, education, and civic communities, 
which has helped hundreds of local students 
make the most of their education. Founded in 
1987, this initiative now operates two pre- 
schools, funds additional teachers and counsel- 
ors in Cincinnati public schools, and provides 
college scholarships for those who complete the 
program. Beginning in elementary school, hun- 
dreds of mentors tutor the students and en- 
deavor to improve their self-esteem. These vol- 
unteers also encourage the students to stay in 
school and to pursue postsecondary education. 
After high school, college and job placement as 
well as scholarship money is made available to 
the graduates. 


January 13 


Herbert Chamberlain, of Rochester, NY. Mr. 
Chamberlain is the founder of a volunteer 
workshop that designs and manufactures one- 
of-a-kind adaptive devices to help people with 
disabilities become self-sufficient. For the past 
25 years Herbert Chamberlain has been build- 
ing special adaptive equipment for the dis- 
abled. In 1982 he founded the Volunteer 
Workshop for Adaptive Equipment, where he 
now works every day supervising a team of 
seven volunteers. Mr. Chamberlain has also 
been a supporter of improved access to public 
buildings for disabled people and has donated 
his time to the Rochester Center for Independ- 
ent Living. 


January 16 


St. Vincent de Paul-Joan Kroc Center, of San 
Diego, CA. This center is dedicated to taking 
in the homeless of San Diego, providing shel- 
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ter, education, and job placement assistance to 
help them rebuild their lives. A public school is 
run for the children, and adults help to main- 
tain the center. The center gives dining privi- 
leges to residents and needy, as well as pro- 
vides facilities for showers, free clothes, and a 
mailing address for those with no home. 


January 17 


Marsha G. Johnson, of Cleveland, OH. Marsha 
Johnson owns a greeting card company called 
L’Oreal’s Ministries, from which she donates 
profits toward her service projects. Each 
month she sends 400 cards to individuals she 
thinks may be in need of a cheerful message. 
She also founded Women Helping Other Women 
(WHOW), an initiative providing seminars and 
activities that help parents deal with stress. Her 
company is presently training high school stu- 
dents to serve as aides in workshops held for the 
WHOW group. 


January 18 


Marilyn M. Murphy, of Stamford, CT. For 16 
years, Marilyn Murphy has worked for the 
VOLUNTEER Center in southwestern Fair- 
field County. She has been executive director 
for 12 years, helping to recruit and match vol- 
unteer skills to specific requests, train volun- 
teers, and promote the concept of public serv- 
ice. Using her experience in coordinating vol- 
unteer efforts, Ms. Murphy has functioned as 
an orchestrator and an administrator of various 
initiatives within her community. She has 
founded groups which promote volunteer ad- 
ministration and action and has served as a 
consultant and a member of the board of direc- 
tors of VOLUNTEER. 


January 19 


Kelley R. Edwards, of Lilburn, GA. Miss Ed- 
wards, 17, has been a Girl Scout for 11 years 
and is presently working with Girl Scouts of 
America to enact a stronger drug-free program 
for the 1990’s. She has worked with physically 
and mentally disabled children at Arcado Ele- 
mentary School and has volunteered at Lilburn 
Health Care Center. A junior at Parkview High 
School, her latest endeavor is creating a drug- 
free coalition within the school. This program 
provides peer support in the school and com- 
munity to help individuals resist drugs. 








Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





January 15 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to the White House from a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in farming communities in Flori- 
da as a result of the severe winter freeze 
that began on December 23. He directed 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to provide assistance to supplement 
State and local recovery efforts. 


January 16 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President visited 
the home of Thomas and Corena Jones, 
public housing tenants in Alexandria, VA, to 
discuss antidrug efforts in the neighbor- 
hood. The President was accompanied by 
Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment Jack Kemp; William Cleveland, Alex- 
andria City Councilman; and Ramona Young- 
er, leader of the Alexandria Public Housing 
Residents Council. He then went to the 
Charles Houston Community Center, where 
he met with Alexandria residents and activ- 
ists involved in antidrug and tenant owner- 
ship efforts. Following the meeting, he re- 
turned to the White House. 


January 17 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
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National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Secretary of State James A. Baker III; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 

President. 

The White House announced that Robert 
M. Gates, Deputy Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs, will meet with 
President Corazon C. Aquino and Secretary 
of National Defense Fidel Ramos in Manila 
to convey President Bush’s continuing 
strong commitment to democracy in the 
Philippines and to discuss the security situa- 
tion and the Government’s economic and 
military programs. 


January 18 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 

—Glenn “Bo” Schembechler, coach of the 
University of Michigan football team. 

The President declared that a major dis- 

aster exists in Lewis County, WA, as a result 
of severe storms and flooding that began on 
January 6. He directed the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency to provide as- 
sistance to supplement State and local re- 
covery efforts. 

In the evening, the President attended 

the first Bush-Quayle Reunion at the Wash- 
ington Hilton Hotel. 


January 19 

The President met at the White House 
with the Vice President; John H. Sununu, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent Scow- 
croft, Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs; and members of the CIA 
briefing staff. 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Atlanta, GA, where he addressed the Na- 
tional Association of Home Builders. In the 
afternoon, he traveled to Florida, where he 
toured Everglades National Park and at- 
tended a fundraising dinner for Gov. Bob 
Martinez in Miami. In the evening, the 
President left Miami for a weekend stay at 
Camp David, MD. 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: The Congress having adjourned sine 
die on Wednesday, November 22, no nomi- 
nations were submitted during the period 
covered by this issue. The second session of 
the 101st Congress will convene on January 
23, 1990. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 


Released January 12 


Advance text: 
Remarks to the students of Taft High 
School in Cincinnati, Ohio 


Advance text: 
Remarks to members of the Chamber of 
Commerce in Cincinnati, Ohio 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: The President completed his consider- 
ation of acts and joint resolutions passed 
during the first session of the 101st Con- 
gress on December 19. 
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